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[57] ABSTRACT 

An apparatus for the examination of objects with ultra- 
sound, comprising a linear or two-dimensional array 
(10) of piezo-electric transducer elements (10 (1), 
10 (n)) with a length L and a width W, a stage for the 
repeated transmission of ultrasonic signals and a stage 
for the reception and processing of the ultrasonic ech- 
oes received. The thickness T of the elements is equal to 
half the wavelength corresponding to a first frequency 
F for which there exists, on the two-dimensional dia- 
gram of the curves F-T=flW/T) 9 or respectively, on the 
three-dimensional diagram of the curves F-T=J{W/T, 
L/T) of the distribution of the resonance frequencies, a 
first vibratory mode at the said first frequency F and a 
second vibratory mode at a second frequency equal to 
or near 2F. The transmission stage incorporates a gener- 
ator (20) of excitation signals at the first frequency F, 
the spectrum of these excitation signals excluding at 
least the second frequency. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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APPARATUS FOR THE EXAMINATION OF 
OBJECTS WITH ULTRA-SOUND, COMPRISING 
AN ARRAY OF PIEZO-ELECTRIC TRANSDUCER 
ELEMENTS 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for the 
examination of objects with ultrasound, comprising a 
linear array of piezo-electric transducer elements with a 
width W, associated with a stage for the repeated trans- 
mission of ultrasonic signals for the excitation of the 
transducers and with a stage for the reception and pro- 
cessing of the ultrasonic echoes corresponding to obsta- 
cles encountered in their direction of propagation by 
the transmitted signals. This apparatus is mainly for use 
in the medical field for the echographic examination of 
biological tissue but also in the field of non-destructive 
testing of materials. 

At present, in the field of ultrasonography and partic- 
ularly during ultrasonic examinations of biological tis- 
sue as an aid to diagnosis, efforts are increasingly di- 
rected at gathering quantitative information on the or- 
gans or tissues examined, this aim being achieved by the 
local evaluation of one or more parameters such as the 
differential coefficient & of ultrasonic attenuation or the 
coefficient B/A of acoustic non-linearity, and at observ- 
ing the variations of these parameters in the objects 
examined. These evaluations and variations in fact yield 
definite indications as to the nature of these objects and 
their pathological condition. 

The non-linearity of objects and particularly that of 
biological tissues is demonstrated as follows. During its 
passage through the object, the train of ultrasonic 
waves transmitted at a particular frequency generates at 
each point and in the same direction an ultrasonic wave 
of a frequency which is double that of transmission and 
whose amplitude is linked to the value of the coefficient 
B/A (A and B are respectively the linear and quadratic 
coefficients in the expression formulating the relation 
between the pressure variations and the density varia- 
tions in the object under examination). 

The echographic examining apparatus must there- 
fore, in this case, be equipped with a wideband trans- 
ducer configuration covering at least one octave. In the 45 
case of narrow-band excitation, the conventional wide- 
band structures, of the type with several interferential 
adaptation layers (or quarter-wave layers), are unfortu- 
nately not very sensitive, which is unfavorable to em- 
ployment of the application envisaged here, in which 
the received signal is of a relatively weak amplitude. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to propose an 
apparatus for the examination of objects with ultra- 
sound, whose transducer configuration gives good sen- 
sitivity at at least two frequencies situated substantially 
an octave from each other, in order to permit a correct 
quantitative evaluation of the coefficient B/A of non- 
linearity of the objects. 

To that end the apparatus according to the invention 
is characterized in that the thickness T of the said trans- 
ducer elements is equal to half the wavelength corre- 
sponding to a first frequency F for which there exists, 
on the two-dimensional diagram of curves F-T—jiW/T) 
of the distribution of the resonant freqencies, a first 
vibratory mode at the said first frequency F and a sec- 
ond vibratory mode at a second frequency equal or 
adjacent to 2F, the transmission stage comprises a gen- 
erator of excitation signals at the first frequency and the 
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spectrum of these excitation signals excludes the second 
frequency. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,101,795 describes a transducer config- 
uration whose piezo-electric elements can vibrate in 
purely a thickness mode, without undesirable coupling 
with interfering vibratory modes. In the case of the 
transducer configuration according to the current in- 
vention it is also desired to have a single vibratory mode 
during the transmission, but a particular geometry of 
the structure is chosen such that during reception, in- 
stead of eliminating, as is generally desired, all vibratory 
modes other than that wanted during transmission, one 
of them is retained preferentially, namely a mode with 
resonance at a frequency double the transmission fre- 
quency. 

For ultrasonic transducers used for medical imaging 
it is usually required that the response of the transducers 
should be short, in order to obtain good resolution. 
Within the framework of the present invention, this 
shortness has been sacrificed but, in return, during the 
reception there is obtained a resonance of the piezo- 
electric material (i.e. good sensitivity of the transducer 
configuration) at twice the frequency of transmission, a 
frequency at which the non-linear effect which it is 
desired to observe is produced. Having this good sensi- 
tivity at the said frequency is in fact an advantage in 
several respects since the signal to be detected at this 
double frequency is on the one hand of low amplitude 
and on the other particularly attenuated by the object 
under examination in comparison with the transmission 
signal at half its frequency (the degree of attenuation 
increases with frequency). 

The invention wil now be explained in detail with 
reference to the drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 shows an example of a Fabian-Sato diagram 
showing a family of curves representing the districution 
of the resonance frequencies of piezo-electric material 
when this material is of piezo-electric ceramic of the 
PZT type (for example, PXE-5), each mode shown in 
this diagram being in fact characterized by two curves, 
one corresponding to the piezo-electric resonance fre- 
quencies (lower curve) and the other to the anti-reso- 
nance, or stiffened elastic resonance, frequencies (top 
curve); 

FIG. 2 shows a linear network of transducer ele- 
ments; 

FIGS. 3 and 4 show two embodiments of an appara- 
tus for the examination of objects capable of using a 
transducer configuration according to the invention. 

A knowledge of the modes of vibration of piezo-elec- 
tric transducer elements may be put into effect theoreti- 
cally by modelling or experimentally by characterizing 
the piezo-electric material, in the latter case by estab- 
lishing the relations between the various parameters on 
which the transducer structure formed with this mate- 
rial depends. These relations can be visualized particu- 
larly in the form of so-called Fabian-Sato diagrams (see 
FIG. 1) which show the curves representing the distri- 
bution of the resonant frequencies of the material con- 
cerned. For the various modes of vibration, fundamen- 
tal and harmonic, of the material, these curves show the 
relation between the ratio W/T and the product F-T of 
the thickness-mode resonant or anti-resonant frequency, 
as the case may be, of the transducer elements. They 
make it possible to determine the geometrical character- 
istics of these elements as a function of that one of the 
modes which it is in fact desired to obtain. 
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Examination of such a family of curves provides in 
particular a guide to the choice of the ratio W/T to use 
in order to obtain single-mode operation of the trans- 
ducer structure, which is the mode of operation tradi- 
tionally aimed at. 

As shown in FIG. 2, in the proposed embodiment the 
apparatus for examining objects by echography com- 
prises first of all an array 10 of ultrasonic transducer 
elements 10 (1), 10 (2), . . . , 10 (n) of a traditional type 
since each consists of a rectangular plate of piezoelec- 
tric material, provided on its front and rear surfaces 
with electrodes (which are not shown in the figure). 
These elements have a width W and are arranged paral- 
lel to one another at equal distances d. The transducer 
elements 10 (1), . . „ 10 (n) have a thickness T and a 
length L, L/W being large. This array of elements is 
associated with a stage for the repeated transmission of 
ultrasonic signals for the excitation of the transducers. 
Excitation is generally achieved by the emission of 
trains of pulses at a predetermined frequency at a regu- 
lar repetition rate. The array 10 of elements is also asso- 
ciated with a stage for the reception and processing of 
the ultrasonic echoes corresponding to obstacles en- 
countered in their direction of propagation by the sig- 
nals transmitted into the object to be examined. A 
branching circuit may be inserted between the array of 
elements and the transmission and reception stages to 
connect one or other of these stages selectively to the 
said array and thus prevent, in particulars the "blinding" 
of the receiving stage by the transmission stage. Protec- 
tion of the receiving stage may also, and more simply, 
be achieved by the insertion of a diode limiter circuit at 
the input to this stage. 

The overall configuration being thus defined, use of 
the Fabian-Sato diagrams relevant to the piezo-electric 
material concerned makes it possible to determine the 
geometrical characteristics of the array of transducer 
elements according to the invention. In fact, the (two- 
dimensional) diagram of curves F-T—fiJV/T) represent- 
ing the distribution of the resonant frequencies of the 
material concerned is examined for a vibratory mode 
for which, given a first predetermined working fre- 
quency F and the corresponding thickness T of the 
transducer elements (this thickness T having to be 
equal, in the case of a material which has to vibrate in 
the thickness mode called the X/2 mode, to half the 
wavelength associated with this frequency F), there 
also exists, for the same material, another vibratory 
mode at a second frequency equal or adjacent to the 
frequency 2F„ 

The value of the ratio W/T corresponding to such a 
combination of two modes one of whose frequencies is 
double that of the other then makes it possible to deter- 
mine the value of the width W of the elements, thus 
completing the determination of geometrical character- 
istics of the array of transducer elements according to 
the invention. To this determination it has to be added 
that, within the framework of the invention, the trans- 
mission stage, which incorporates a generator of excita- 
tion signals at the said first frequency F must be such 
that the spectrum of the transmitted signals excludes the 
second frequency 2F. This characteristic can be ex- 
plained as follows: in order to be able to detect during 
reception the weak-amplitude signals at frequency 2F, it 
is essential to avoid transmitting signals of the same 
frequency which, because of their definitely greater 
amplitude, would mask those corresponding to the exis- 
tence of the phenomenon of non-linearity. There is 
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therefore connected at the output of the excitation-sig- 
nal generator a band-pass filter centered on the first 
frequency F or a band-stop (band-elimination) filter 
centered on the second frequency 2F. 

An example of the choice of transducer configuration 
according to the invention is given for the diagram in 
FIG. 1: for piezo-electric elements made of the PXE-5 
material referred to above, a first frequency F of 2 
megahertz, an element thickness of 0.5 millimetre and a 
width of 0.75 millimetre, the vibratory mode indicated 
as being of rank 3 in FIG. 1 in fact presents a second 
resonant frequency of 4 megahertz, permitting measure- 
ment during reception of the non-linearity phenomenon 
with which the coefficient B/A is associated. 

Needless to say, the present invention is not restricted 
to the example of embodiment given, starting from 
which variants can be suggested without exceeding the 
framework of this invention. In particular, it should be 
pointed out that the invention is applicable in a strictly 
similar fashion to the case of three-dimensional vibra- 
tory states, when the ultrasonic transducer device is a 
two-dimensional array with a network of parallelepiped 
piezo-electric transducer elements. To that end it is 
sufficient to consider a three-dimensional generalization 
of the Fabian-Sato diagrams, the product F-T being 
expressed this time as a function not just of the ratio 
W/T but of the two geometrical-configuration ratios 
W/T and L/T. It is in any case obvious that a two-di- 
mensional Fabian-Sato diagram is the limit, when L and 
therefore L/T become large, of such a three-dimen- 
sional Fabian-Sato diagram. 

Furthermore, we have seen above that the invention 
was applicable particularly in the medical field for the 
echographic examination of tissues and more particu- 
larly the evaluation of the coefficient B/A of acoustical 
non-linearity of tissues thus examined and the observa- 
tion of the variations of such a parameter in the interior 
of these tissues. In this application it may be stated that 
different embodiments of the circuits associated with 
the transducer configuration according to the invention 
may be suggested, and particularly those described 
below with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, which show 
two embodiments of an apparatus for the examination of 
objects which can use a transducer configuration such 
as that described above. 

The apparatus described with reference to FIG. 3 
comprises, in this first embodiment, a transmitting and 
receiving ultrasonic transducer array 10 associated on 
the one hand with a transmission stage 20 intended to 
permit the repeated (here, periodic) transmission of 
ultrasonic waves by the transducer in the direction of 
the object to be examined and on the other hand with a 
receiving and processing stage 30. The transmission 
stage 20 caters for the transmission of the ultrasonic 
waves, and the spectrum of the transmission signal must 
not contain the frequency 2F. 

The receiving and processing stage 30 comprises, 
first, an amplifier 50 which receives from the array 10 
the electrical signals corresponding to the ultrasonic 
echoes received by that array, this amplifier being 
linked to an automatic gain control circuit 60 which 
increases as a function of time the gain of the said ampli- 
fier to compensate for the increasing attenuation effect 
on the ultrasonic waves in the course of their propaga- 
tion. An interface circuit 40 may be inserted between 
the array 10 and the stages 20 and 30 to connect either 
of these stages selectively to the said array and thus 
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prevent, in particular, "blinding" of the receiving stage 
by the transmission stage. 

The receiving and processing stage 30 also comprises, 
at the output of amplifier 50, two processing channels 
100 and 200 in parallel, the first of which (a conven- 5 
tional processing channel) comprises, in that order, a 
first envelope detector, consisting of a first rectifier 120 
and a first low-pass filter 130, and a first display device 
160, the second channel comprising, in that order, a 
bandpass filter 210 centered on the second frequency 10 
2F, a second rectifier 220, a second low-pass filter 230, 
a comparator 240 of the outputs from low-pass filters 
130 and 230, a differentiating circuit 250 and a second 
display device 260 (the two display devices thus pro- 
vided could, of course, be replaced by a single one 15 
which would have two distinct screens, both screens 
being capable in all cases of being operated indepen- 
dently or simultaneously). This second processing chan- 
nel 200 is intended to permit access to an image display- 
ing the development of the second-order acoustic non- 20 
linearity parameter referred to as B/A. 

In fact, it may be useful to recall here that during its 
passage through the object being studied, the transmit- 
ted train of waves generates at each point a wave of 
double the frequency in the same direction which is a 25 
function of the value of the coefficient B/A at this 
point. The biological tissues being assumed to be non- 
dispersive, the speed of propagation of the waves of 
double frequency is the same as that of the initial train of 
waves. Hence, the echographic signal obtained from the 30 
waves of double frequency can be compared, with the 
aid of the comparator 240, with the initial echographic 
signal. The result of this comparison, which is followed 
by differentiation enabling the local parameter to be 
estimated, thus reflects the development of parameter 35 
B/A. The images provided respectively by the first 
traditional channel 100 and by the second channel 200 
are in the present case A-type echographs (representa- 
tion of amplitudes along the ordinate as a function of 
time along the abscissa), but arrangements can also be 40 
: made to obtain B-type echographs. 

In a second embodiment shown in FIG. 4, in which 
the elements identical to those in the first embodiment 
bear the same reference numerals as in FIG. 3, the trans- 
mission stage includes a transmission-signal selection 45 
circuit 25 at the inputs of which are connected in paral- 
lel, on the one hand, a traditional generator 21 of excita- 
tion signals for the transducer array 10 (as short as pos- 
sible to improve the axial resolution) and, on the other, 
a specialised generator 22 for measurement of B/A, i.e. 50 
supplying excitation signals which consist, on the con- 
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trary, of several sinusoids of frequency F. The receiving 
stage for its part, includes, between the amplification 
and gain-control circuit (50, 60) and the processing 
channels 100 and 200, a processing-selection circuit 95 
to whose outputs the two processing channels are con- 
nected in parallel. These selection circuits 25 and 95 are 
controlled simultaneously by a clock circuit 300 to en- 
sure synchronization of selection either of the generator 
21 and the first channel 100 or the generator 22 and the 
second channel 200. 
What is claimed is: 

1. An apparatus for the examination of objects with 
ultrasound, comprising: 

a linear array of piezo-electric transducer elements 
each having a width W and a thickness T, wherein 
the thickness T of each of the transducer elements 
is equal to one half of a wavelength corresponding 
to a first frequency F for which on a diagram of 
curves F*T=f{W/T) of the distribution of the reso- 
nant frequencies there exists a first vibratory mode 
at the said first frequency F and a second vibratory 
mode at or near a second frequency equal to 2F; 

transmission means which excite the elements at the 
first frequency F using excitation signals having a 
spectrum which excludes the second frequency 2F; 
and 

means functionally connected to the elements for 
receiving and processing echo signals which are 
received by the elements at said frequency 2F. 

2. An apparatus for the examination of objects with 
ultrasound, comprising: 

a two-dimensional array of parallelepipedic piezo- 
electric transducer elements each having a length 
L, a width W, and a thickness T, wherein the thick- 
ness T of each of the transducer elements is equal 
to one half of a wavelength corresponding to a first 
frequency F for which on a three-dimensional dia- 
gram of the curves F*T=J{W/T, L/T) of the distri- 
bution of the resonant frequencies there exists a 
first vibratory mode at the said first frequency F 
and a second vibratory mode at or near a second 
frequency equal to 2F; 

transmission means which excite the elements at the 
first frequency F using excitation signals having a 
spectrum which excludes the second frequency 2F; 
and 

means functionally connected to the elements for 
receiving and processing echo signals which are 
received by the elements at said frequency 2F. 
* * * * * 
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